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It's not the destination, 
but how you travel. 


Uncompromising quality is the hall-mark of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
and uncompromising standards of sales and service are what you can expect 
from York Motors in William Street, Sydney, officially appointed Rolls-Royce 


and Bentley Distributor. 


The pleasure of travelling in cars of such superb design and engineering has 
to be experienced to be believed. From the latest 1996 Silver Spirit Saloon, 
a motor car with seemingly limitless reserves of power, controlled by 
the world’s most advanced automotive technologies, to the sporting heritage 
of the range of Bentley motor cars. It really becomes a case of not 


where you are going but how you get there. 


We also have a wide selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce and Bentley models 


available for you the discerning traveller. 


York Motors (Sales) Pty Limited 
Distributor of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars 
101-111 William Street, Sydney NSW 2011 
DLA28 Phone Ken Steeley 331 3377 AH (018) 689 589 
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500R 
Jim Kelso tells the story of the protracted and 
difficult restoration of his 1929 Phantom I 


Front Cover Photo: 

Honorary Life Member Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) has been restoring his 1929 Phantom | (50OR) 
for more than half the total life of the car, which could be a record though no claims are 
being made at this stage! Last year the nearly finished product finally rolled out of Jim's 
workshop and, as expected, has turned out superbly. Being a landaulette, the roof over 
the rear seat opens. The leather roof over the front compartment also opens, like a 
sedanca de ville, so this coachwork is probably best described as a landaulette de ville, 
though curiously enough the coachbuilder (Hooper) described it as an “enclosed 
limousine landaulette” — something of a contradiction given that the term “enclosed” was 
usually reserved for bodies with roofs that did not open at all. See Jim's article on the 
unhurried restoration in this issue. Photo by Jim Kelso. 


From the Editor 


Federal Rally photos 


Many thanks indeed to all the 
members who responded to my plea for 
Barossa Valley Federal Rally photo- 
graphs. The response was truly 
magnificent. In fact, photos kept pouring 
in even after the Federal Rally issue had 
gone to press! A couple more are 
included here in this Editorial. 


Red Face Department 


Geoff Down (Vic.) has written to point 
out that the Silver Cloud II (SAE357) in 
P.4-95, p.2605 is owned not by Frank 
Costa but by Frances Costa (there is no 
Frank). 

Frances is proud of her lovely car (not 
his car!) and the Victoria Branch is very 
proud of Frances. My apologies. 

Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) points out that 
in my Editorial in P.4.95 | implied that his 
recently acquired 1912 Silver Ghost 
(2133) was used for the opening of the 
old Parliament House in Canberra. tn fact 
it was Keith’s later car, 1925 chassis 
125AU (illustrated on p.2585) that is 
believed to have had that distinction. 


An adequate sufficiency 


Interestingly, after decades of 
reticence, the Company is now quoting 
power output figures, at least for the 
Bentley Turbo engines. And why not? 
There is every reason to be proud of the 
figures concerned. 


ckton at the Barossa Valley Federal Rally, in showing arandom 
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line-up of cars unconsciously demonstrates the incomparable benefits of our all-model 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley Club. Where else would you see such a cross-section of models from 
a 1911 Silver Ghost at one end to a 1994 Bentley Continental R at the other? Our Federal Rally 
is, of course, the premier event of our Club and one of the premier Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
events outside the United Kingdom. You should now be thinking about Wollongong next April. 


The latest Bentley brochure indicates 
that the Turbo models (Turbo R, 
Continental R and Azure) now deliver 
385 bhp, with a whopping 553 Ib/ft of 
torque. More than adequate to provide 
“dominating performance and extra- 
ordinary reserves of mid-range 
acceleration that have to be experienced 
to be believed”. Acceleration capability to 
60 mph (96 km/h) is now under six 
seconds, and these magnificent motor 
cars will “despatch the miles with beguil- 
ing ease”. Bentleys always did that, 
though, didn’t they? 

When itis considered that the current 
engine was developed in the 1950s, the 


The South Australia Branch, and in particular Rory & Liz Poland, captured here by the camera 
of Carl Stockton, brought you the ‘Best of Barossa‘ Federal Rally in June. 


power outputs now being achieved, 
without in any way compromising either 
the silky smoothness or the reliability for 
which itis rightly renowned, are extreme- 
ly creditable. All the more unfortunate, 
then, that it apparently cannot be further 
developed to take the Rolls-Royce and 


Derek FitzRoy du Toit 

On August 18th I received the 
appalling news that Derek du Toit was 
killed while returning from the 
R.R.O.C. Annual Meet in Seattle in his 
1913 Silver Ghost. Helen, Derek’s 
wife, survived the accident uninjured. 

Derek & Helen moved to New 
Jersey in the United States from their 
native South Africa some years ago. 
Derek was a leading light in the Silver 
Ghost Association and a keen member 
of the R.R.O.C. Inc., owning two Silver 
Ghosts, 2577 and 78FW, both of which 
he restored and rebodied himself. 

Derek was a prolific writer of 
articles pertaining to Silver Ghosts and 
their maintenance and good keeping. 
He wrote a number of articles for 
PRAECLARUM, the most recent in 
issue 3-95, He was a great enthusiast in 
the fullest sense of the word and his 
death is an inestimable loss to our 
world-wide movement. 

Our sympathy and condolences go 
out to Helen and their family. 


Martin Bennett 


5-95 


Bentley marques into the 21st Century. 


Gary Wales hat-trick? 


The spectacular Franay-bodied 
Bentley Mk VI (B20BH) owned and res- 
tored by A.C.T. Branch member Gary 
Wales of California has achieved the first 
of what Gary hopes will be a repeat of the 
Concours wins by the car when it was 
new. B20BH won the Concours 
d'Elegance held on June 12th, 1948 at 
Enghein and that on June 17th, 1948 at 
Bois de Boulogne. These were the first 
Concours d’Elegance events held follow- 
ing World War Il. 

Following its London win (see photo 
this page) Gary and B20BH were invited 
to compete in the Louis Vuitton Concours 
d'Elegance in Paris on September 9th 
and 10th. At the time of going to press 
no word had come through on the results 
of this concours. 

B20BH has now won 25 major awards 
in 16 events since the completion of the 
restoration in 1991. 


A glimpse of the future? 


The recently announced 1996 Model 
Year range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars (see last issue) must surely be seen 
as the swan-song of the Silver Spirit and 
its derivatives, introduced in October 
1980. The July 1996 issue of Car 
Magazine (U.K.) presented its impres- 
sion of a forthcoming completely new 
range of cars, which it predicts will be 
ready in time for a 1997 introduction. 

Car reports that the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley versions of the new cars, 
codenamed P600, “will have their own 
distinct BMW-derived engines: a 5.4 litre 
V-12 and a turbocharged 4.4 litre V-8 
respectively”. 

“BMW's special projects wizard Paul 
Rosche — father of the McLaren F1 
engine — is believed to be in charge of 
tailoring the German powerplants to suit 
Crewe's needs”, reports Car, adding that 
the V-8 “will undergo the full Cosworth 
treatment” before it goes into the 
Bentley. 

The current front suspension system, 
in turn inherited from the Silver Shadow, 
is predicted to remain unchanged, which 
speaks volumes for how inherently 
satisfactory the original design must 
have been. The P600’s rear suspension, 
on the other hand, is said to be an all-new 
multi-link layout. An outside supplier is 
said to be working on new speed- 
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On June 3rd at the Hurlingham Club Louis 
Vuitton Concours d'Elegance in London, 
A.C.T. Branch member Gary Wales (above) 
won both the Spectator Trophy and the 
Grand Prix (Best of Show) with his 1947 
Bentley Mk Vi Franay drophead coupé 
(B20BH, right). Members will recall this 
spectacular car on the front cover of P.5-91 
and in P.3-94 p.2373. 


sensitive steering to replace the current 
linear rack-and-pinion system which was 
first introduced in 1977 on the Silver 
Shadow II. 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Chief 
Stylist Graham Hull is in charge of the 
styling of the new cars. Though sharing 
the same underframe and body super- 
structure, the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
versions will have different external 
panels, and therefore styling, in keeping 


with the Company’s aim that the two 
marques should be more distinct from 
each other than they have been in recent 
decades. They will be the first models to 
have their bodies produced in-house by 
the new body facility currently being 
established at Crewe, ending a fifty year 
association with the Pressed Steel 
Company and its successors at Cowley, 


Newly elected A.C.T. Branch President St.John Herbert (left) with Federal President David Vann 
and your Editor just after David had “launched” Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the Crewe Years in 


Canberra, September 3rd. See ‘From the Federal President’, p.2623. Photo: Michael Zwar. 


ae 


PRAECLARVM 


2622 


(and Secretary) Peter Baines gently 
chided me for refering to the R.R.E.C. as 
a U.K. and European Club in my book 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the Crewe 
Years, pointing out that the R.R.E.C. has 
a considerable number of members in 
other countries including Australia. 
Perfectly true. But what inference is 
being drawn from that? Is an important 
point being missed here? We could point 
out that the R.R.O.C. of Australia also 
has a considerable number of members 
in other countries, including the U.K. 
What inference should we draw from 
that? My belief is that no inference can 
reasonably be drawn from it other than 
that those people in other countries who 
join our Club do so because they enjoy 


Drawing: Car Magazine. 


How the Bentley version of the future completely new range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars will 
look, according to Car Magazine. The Rolls-Royce version will have different external panels 


on a common underframe. 


near Oxford. 


the maker of The Best Car in the World. 


One thing remains certain. These new 


cars, whenever they appear, will more 
than uphold the Company’s reputation as 


Membership of overseas Clubs 


Events List 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


October 22 


November 5 


November 12 
November 19 
November 26 
December 10 
April 26-29, 


1996 


April 29-May 24, 
1996 


April 25-28, 
1996 


N.S.W. Annual Branch Concours d'Elegance, Vaucluse 
House 


W.A. Shadow Parade, celebrating 30 years of the Silver 
Shadow and Bentley T Series. 


Qlid. Outing to the Woodford Narrow-gauge Railway. 
N.S.W. Boating with the Halvorsen Club. 

S.A. Mystery Run to Gourmet Luncheon, 

S.A. Christmas Picnic at Carminow, Crafers. 
Federal. 38th Annual Federal Rally, 

Wollongong, New South Wales. 

Hosted by the New South Wales Branch. 

Federal. R.R.0.C.A./S.G.A. Australian ‘Wholly Ghost 


Tour’; Wollongong - Canberra - Melbourne - Adelaide - 
Alice Springs - Ayers Rock - Sydney. 


Overseas 


New Zealand. N.Z.R.R. & B.C. Silver Jubilee Rally & 
A.G.M., Wellington. 


In R.R.E.C. BULLETIN 211, Editor 


receiving our publications and keeping in 
touch with what's happening here. 
Likewise, people in many countries out- 
side North America, significantly the 
U.K., join the American R.R.O.C. so that 
they can receive that Club’s publications 
and keep in touch with the many sig- 
nificant Rolls-Royce happenings in that 
part of the world. In virtually all cases, 
such people are also members of the 
Club based in their home country (where 
there is one). 

The point | am struggling to make here 
is that itis perfectly clear that enthusiasts 
world-wide maintain membership of the 
Club based in their home country first 
and foremost, and that membership of an 
overseas Club is icing on the cake. 


This issue 


In this issue we have the story of what 
must be one of the most, if not the most, 
protracted Rolls-Royce restorations ever 
undertaken. In fact, the restoration has 
taken longer than the age of the car at the 
time the task began. That is, the car has 
spent over half its life under restoration! 

It is, however, a remarkable story of 
single-minded persistence overcoming 
extraordinary difficulties, and goes to 
show what can be done by the deter- 
mined home restorer with a little outside 
help, even when, as in this case, the most 
complex and difficult to build part of the 
coachwork is completely absent. 

For any member considering ditching 
original coachwork in favour of a newly 
built replica body, the story of Jim Kelso’s 
Phantom | (50OR, our front cover car) is 
an object lesson in conservation. 


Martin Bennett 
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From the Federal President 


U.S.A. visit 


During August many Club members 
were seen in the United States, at 
Seattle for the Annual Meet of our 
American sister Club and later at Pebble 
Beach for the famous Concours 
d'Elegance. Keith & Kerry Wherry are to 
be congratulated for taking their 1911 
Silver Ghost (1606) with them to both 
Seattie and Pebble Beach. Unfortunate- 
ly for us, this excellently restored car has 
now been sold in the U.S.A. and so will 
not be returning to our shores. 

Pebble Beach would have to be 
amongst the most picturesque of places 
to hold a concours. It is held on the 18th 
fairway of the famous Pebble Beach Golf 
Course, snuggled against the Pacific 
Ocean. Around 200 cars were on dis- 
play, with Rolls-Royce being a featured 
marque for 1995. And what a great col- 
lection of Rolls-Royce automobiles, 
including the renowned Company Silver 
Ghost ‘AX-201’ (60 551), together with 
two other 1907 Silver Ghosts. It was 
awe-inspiring to be able to see these 
three 1907 cars on display. When will the 
next occasion happen when these three 
fine vehicles will be on display together? 

| found it particularly exciting to be 
able to inspect a number of American 
automobile museums (or should | say 
collections?) including the Blackhawk 
Collection, the Petersen Museum and 
the Nethercutt Collection of automobiles 
and musical instruments. What a great 
sight it was to see a complete collection 
of Phantoms from PI right through to PVI 
at the Nethercutt Collection. 


A.C.T. visit 


Just a few days after | arrived back in 
Australia | took up an invitation to visit the 
A.C.T. Branch and take part in their spe- 
cial weekend of activities. Whilst it was 
the first weekend of September and 
Spring was in the air, Canberra was still 
cold for a Queenslander. Queenslanders 
don’t hear of overnight temperatures of 


minus 1 degree! 

This exciting weekend commenced 
with the Branch A.G.M. on Friday even- 
ing, when St. John Herbert was elected 
Branch President and Joy Burns 
Secretary. Saturday saw us on a tour of 
our Parliament House, especially look- 
ing at areas that are not part of the 
standard tour. Immediate past President 
Bob McCulloch was our tour guide and 
we were able to see some of the behind 
the scenes workings as well as the 
grandeur of this great building. 

Members of the A.C.T. Branch are 
certainly able to find some great venues 
for eating and following lunch in Parlia- 
ment House we were able to spend a 
very pleasant and enjoyable evening at 
the Yamba Club. | did not, however, hear 
of anyone planning to buy a new Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley from their winnings on 
the ‘machines’! 

Sunday was listed as Silver Spirit Day 
and the Australian launch of Martin 
Bennett's book Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley: the Crewe Years. \t was dis- 
appointing that it was not possible for the 
Distributors to arrange to have a new 
Silver Spirit on display, as they have so 
many times in the past. However, follow- 
ing a most enjoyable barbecue lunch at 
the Yarralumla Nursery it was my 
pleasure to be able to launch Martin's 
book right here in Australia at a function 
hosted by his Branch. 

Martin is already a well respected 
writer on the Company and its products, 
and his latest publication makes excel- 
lent reading. The quality of the book is 
first rate and the numerous photographs 
are all very interesting and very well 
reproduced. The research for this book 
has been carried out over 20 years and 
ensures the authenticity of the book. 
Martin is to be congratulated on the 
results achieved with this book and | 
know that it will be regarded as an excel- 
lent historical record of Rolls-Royce at 
Crewe and will become an excellent ref- 


erence for future generations of en- 
thusiasts. | commend this book to you all. 
Should you wish to purchase a copy an 
order form was included in the last issue 
of PRAECLARUM. 

This is one of the great benefits of 
being President of a great Club such as 
ours. It is most rewarding to be invited to 
visit a Branch and enjoy the hospitality 
that is so readily offered. And of course 
to see some of the Club cars and to be 
taken for a drive in them is always a great 
pleasure and something that will always 
be remembered. 


Federal Executive Meeting 


Whilst in Canberra the opportunity 
was taken for the Federal Executive to 
meet, and a number of matters were 
attended to. These will be reported to the 
Delegates in a forthcoming issue of 
Pipeline. |n the meantime, suffice to say 
that everything is running smoothly and 
the Club should have another very 
successful year. 


Federal Rally 


Included in this PRAECLARUM is a 
Registration Form for the 1996 Federal 
Rally to be held over the ANZAC Day 
weekend in Wollongong, N.S.W. This 
will be the 40th anniversary of the forma- 
tion of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia and the New South Wales 
Branch has planned a most exciting 
Rally to mark this very special occasion. 
A large number od overseas guests are 
expected, especially in Silver Ghosts as 
the planned Wholly Ghost Tour has at- 
tracted an exceptional number of 
international entrants who will be joining 
us at our Rally. We look forward to a 
great Rally in Wollongong and to your 
joining us to celebrate our 40th Anniver- 
sary in a very special and friendly way. 


Happy Motoring, 
David Vann 


The inaugural meeting of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia at St. Barnabas’ Hall, 
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Broadway, Sydney, in 1956. From left to right we see: Paul M. Samuels (Foundation 
Secretary), E.L.S. (‘Sep’) Hall (Foundation President), Mrs Hall, and O.A. (Tony) Purchase 
(Foundation Treasurer). After the Club spread to other States to become the national 
organisation we know today, the founding group became the New South Wales Branch. 


Photo loaned by Paul Samuels. 
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Foundation Secretary Paul Samuels and his wife 
Rosemont, with George Forbes in the background, 
enjoying a quiet drink after racing in Tasmania. 


Paul Samuels and the Early Days of the Club 


I recently had the pleasure of spending 
a few days with Paul Samuels, one of the 
original Founder Members of our Club. 

Paul, an enthusiast of pre-war Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, became 
associated with other owners through the 
Vintage Sports Car Club in 1956. As the 
owner of a Thrupp & Maberly 20/25 sports 
saloon, an association grew with Des 
Collings-Power, a Silver Dawn owner, and 
George Green, over drinks at Castlecrag, 
Sydney. 

The inaugural meeting of the Club was 
chaired by Sep Hall, a Sydney solicitor and 
Mayor of the city of Ryde. Paul was 
appointed the first Secretary and Tony 
Purchase (who did not own a car) was the 
first Treasurer. The meeting was held at St. 
Barnabas’ Church Hall, Broadway, 
Sydney. 

Paul has kindly loaned the above 
photograph with instructions that it be 
guarded with my life, or something 
valuable. We note with interest that R-R 
flags adorn the wall of St. Barnabas and 
Spirits of Ecstasy furnish the table. 

Paul is currently endeavouring to locate 


By George Forbes (Federal Registrar) 


an article in a motoring magazine of the 
period reporting the first outing of the fled- 
gling Club — a picnic and gymkhana 
gathering of 20 to 25 members, which Paul 
remembers quite vividly. 

A sporting motorist, Paul Samuels has 
actively competed in motor racing both 
here and abroad since the days in 1956 
when he would drive his 20/25 to Mt. 
Druitt near Sydney to compete in his MG 
TC. After owning various Silver Wraiths 
with his friend Tony Lester, Paul 
concluded his involvement with the 
marque by restoring a Bentley Mk VI 
between 1988 and 1991 before enjoying it 
until 1993 when it was sold. 

Our meeting occurred in Tasmania at 
the Baskerville Historic Race Meeting in 
October, 1994, at which Paul was 
campaigning his delightful Lotus XI 
racing sports car. We competed closely 
over that weekend and then enjoyed the 
convivial company of fellow competitors 
on the Spirit of Tasmania back to 
Melbourne. A most competent racing 
driver, Paul has great respect for the 
durability and rarity of historic racing 


machinery. It was a pleasure to closely 
compete with such an experienced and 
capable racing driver. 

Apart from racing his collection of 
historic racing Lotus sports cars, Paul has 
recently opened an exciting racing 
complex near Goulburn, called Wakefield 
Park. Catering for sports and racing cars, 
the facility also provides its patrons with 
their own radio facility for public address, 
air conditioned control and direction 
facilities (rarely found at motor racing 
circuits) and extensive powered garaging 
for competitors. 

Whilst our local R.R.O.C. event at John 
& Jan Altmann’s marvellous property 
‘Kangerong’ last November precluded my 
participation in the inaugural Historic 
Motor Racing meeting at Wakefield Park, 
I look forward to future events. Our Club 
would be welcomed by Paul and his 
assistants at Wakefield Park and I 
commend the invitation to our New South 
Wales and Australian Capital Territory 
Branch events secretaries, possibly for a 
joint outing, or even as a future Federal 
Rally venue. > 
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1994/5 N.Z. R. Ri. & B.C. Chairman Peter Hill (left) and the writer outside Peter's beautiful home, with Peter’s 1972 Silver 
Shadow. 


New Zealand Revisited 


Touring and the 1995 N.Z.R.R. & B.C. National A.G.M. and Rally 


He greeted us with outstretched hand, 
a warm welcome to Wellington, the capital 
city of New Zealand. He carefully packed 
our luggage into his 1972 Sand over Sable 
Silver Shadow and graciously toured us 
around the foreshores of ‘The Windy City’ 
harbour to admire the aqua tones of the sea, 
the varying architecture and many of the 
more notable buildings and sights, all in 
harmony with the soft sewing machine 
purring of his well-tuned engine. 

Peter Hill, the then Chairman of the 
New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club 
and President of the Club’s Central 
Region, and his delightfully charming 
wife Annette, encouraged us to join them 
for the 25th Anniversary National A.G.M. 
and Rally to be held over the ANZAC 
weekend in 1996. The Rally will progress 
over four days and will be based in scenic 
Wellington. It will be a hard decision 
whether to indulge ourselves in pic- 
turesque Wellington or in Wollongong. 

Being ‘antique-aholics’, the Hills em- 


By Bernard Pryor (N.S.W.) 


barked on a fun antique shop crawl from 
well-stocked shops opposite the 
Wellington Botanical Gardens through 
many, many towns such as Danevirke and 
Masterton. What a joy! There is an antique 
shop, it seems, in even the smallest of 
towns and we must have been in dozens as 
T certainly lost count in the delightful blur 
of Doulton china, sterling silver and other 
time-honoured, hand-crafted goods. The 
prices there seem more reasonable than in 
Sydney and Heather and I find it increas- 
ingly frustrating that airline hand luggage 
must be so limited. 

Our destination was Napier, about mid- 
way up the North Island, and we were keen 
to renew relationships previously formed 
and to meet all the participants, but this 
was not to take place immediately. Our 
instructions were to freshen for dinner 
within half an hour and to be ready to 
experience Les Miserables. We were 
stunned! After frantic searches for un- 
crushed evening attire and shower water 


being flung across the length and breadth 
of the bathroom (no time for a leisurely 
soak and glass of chardonnay in the spa!) 
we arrived breathless at the car to be 
whisked off again. 

It was wonderful. Resplendent in Art 
Deco decor, the theatre was jammed with 
excited ticket-holders and throughout the 
evening we, like they, burst into spon- 
taneous applause at the highly 
commendable heights of professionalism 
that confronted us. 

The eastern seaside city of Napier 
provided diversions for every taste for 
each Rally participant. While the 
assembled cars were being judged by Eric 
Ratcliffe (who later that weekend was 
elected the 1995 Club Chairman) and Club 
Secretary Ken White, all participants went 
on an Art Deco tour organised by Tom 
Williams — a good ploy to keep impatient 
owners out of the judges’ way! 

In 1931 Napier suffered an earthquake 
that measured 7.9 on the Richter Scale and 
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John Kennedy (at the wheel) and Graham Mead, both from the U.K. The car is Graham's 1923 Silver Ghost (3PK). 
Photo by Keith Wherry. 


was totally devastated save, ironically, for 
one building — the Public Trust Building. 
During the earthquake the entire city sank 
eight feet and rose 15 feet. Can you 
imagine it? It meant that the once marshy 
land around Napier, which was at the time 
useless for human purposes, was suddenly 
drained of sea-water and thus permitted 
more extensive residential sites. 

Within the city itself, each building was 
reconstructed between 1932 and 1934 in 
the then avant-garde Art Deco style. Today 
a significant majority of the buildings 
remain and have been revamped over the 
last few years and painted in colours 
appropriate to the era. Our guide enchanted 
us for about two hours with anecdotes, 
educational slides and a video of Napier’s 
history and revival. 


Adrian Garrett's 1907 Silver Ghost (60588), Napier, New Zealand. 


The judges were able to join the other 
participants for the afternoon tour south- 
west to McDonald’s Winery, viewing their 
compact Museum and wine-making 
facilities with the help of knowledgeable 
guides. We supped the fruits of their labour 
and were delighted with the piquancy and 
shades of flavour in the range of wines. 

We then all strolled about a kilometre 
to a neighbouring winery, the Mission 
Winery, which is also renowned for its 
high standard wines. They were superb. 
The Mission has a magnificent building 
and apparently excellent cuisine, this has 
to await another venture to New Zealand, 
because our formal dinner that evening 
was to be held at the Marineland Motel, 
where we were residing. 

The New Zealanders are all so friendly, 


natural and relaxed and have strong pride 
in their cars. As there were only about 
twelve Proper Motor Cars in attendance, 
the event was treated less formally than 
usual and was one that encouraged 
camaraderie. 

There are some truly fascinating 
members in the New Zealand Club. One is 
the Club Patron, Roger Lloyd, who lives in 
Kingston, Wellington, and owns a lovely 
Silver Wraith II and has a multitude of very 
memorable anecdotes to recount. For ex- 
ample, on a visit by HM The Queen to 
Wellington in 1990, Roger and his car 
drove the Sergeant-at-Arms and the Par- 
liamentary Mace from Parliament to 
Government House for the Address-in- 
Reply to Her Majesty’s speech. The Mace 
may only be touched by gloved hands and 
spent the journey in splendour protruding 
from the rear seat. Thank goodness for the 
practical uses of a long wheelbase body! 

It was delightful to meet up again with 
Eddie & Angela Jones who lived (you 
might remember) for quite a time in 
Victoria and who moved back to Remuera, 
New Zealand, in 1992. As Heather and I 
have recently changed the colour of our 
Silver Dawn in an experiment from all 
black to having burgundy painted along 
the sides, it was a case of déja vu to see 
the Jones’s 1952 Silver Dawn in exactly 
the same colour combination. We teased 
them that we felt that they had stolen ours 
and brought it over for the Rally! 

After a short A.G.M. on the Sunday 
morning, it was a joy to be able to con- 
gratulate the Overall Winners for 1995, 
David & Beth Merryweather for their 
beautifully maintained black 1960 Silver 
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Cloud II (SRA67). Best Rolls-Royce was 
Ken Hogg’s Ocean Blue 1986 Silver Spirit 
(ASG 16930) and Best Bentley was a very 
fine 1954 R-type Continental Mulliner 
saloon (BC61C) owned by Jim Sawers of 
Hawkes Bay. 

Another award winner at the A.G.M. 
was Ken White of Auckland who received 
a special trophy in recognition of his many 
years of dedicated, honorary contributions 
as Club Magazine Editor and Membership 
Registrar. Ken was shy about the public 
praise and acclamation, but was very 
gratified and proud of his handsome 
trophy. 

Also attending the Rally were two 
Silver Ghosts — the vibrant scarlet and 
polished aluminium 1923 tourer (3PK) of 
Graham Mead and Barbara Austen of Der- 
byshire, England (see PRAECLARUM 
3-95, p.2571) and Adrian Garrett’s ivory 
1907 model (60588) which sported an out- 
rageous serpentine horn with a waggling 
red tongue. 

Having savoured the delights of Napier 
we ventured further north to the Bay of 
Plenty with Ken Hogg and Barbara 
Redwood, in Ken’s Silver Spirit which 
was, as always, immaculate. 

We were privileged to luxuriate in 
Ken’s beautiful home in the hills of Waihi 
with views down a lush valley and over to 
the Bay of Plenty. Ken has turned his 
collection of 90-odd vehicles, of various 
types from a 1930s fire engine, a series of 
Humbers and Rovers, a 1970s Lambor- 
ghini, to three Proper Motor Cars, into a 
private motor museum open only to guests 
or car clubs by appointment. He employs 
a mechanic, an upholsterer and a panel 
beater/spray painter to assist him in main- 
taining the vehicles and in restoring new 
indulgences. 

From this brief report, you can ascer- 
tain how very pleasant and relaxing it is to 
participate in New Zealand Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley Rallies. Visitors are always 
enthusiastically welcomed. I can only 
encourage you to consider enjoying the 
delights of New Zealand and the warmth 
of Club members’ company at future 
events. Heather and I will be happy to 
provide details. 


Editorial note: Unfortunately next year’s 
N.Z.R.R. & B.C. National A.G.M. and 
Rally clashes with our own Federal Rally 
in Wollongong, which perhaps points to a 
need for some future co-ordination 
between the two Clubs. — M.LB. 


2627 


—_ 


James Sawers' 1954 Bentley R-type Continental (BC61C). The coachwork is, of course, the 
classic H.J. Mulliner two-door saloon fitted to the vast majority of this chassis type. These were 
the fastest genuine four-seater cars in the world in their day. Photo by Keith Wherry. 


Overall Winner at the N.Z. Rally was this superb 1960 Silver Cloud I! (SRA67) owned by David 
Merryweather (left), being congratulated by the witty and jovial 1994 N.Z.R.R. & B.C. Chairman 
Peter Hill. 


Ken Hogg with his immaculate 1986 Silver Spirit (ASG 16930). 


t 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Chief Executive Chris Woodwark congratulating Martin on 
the release of his book Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the Crewe Years at the Conduit Street 
launch, June 1st. Publisher John Haynes looking on with apparent satisfaction. Photo 


courtesy of QUESTE. 
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Martin signing a copy of the book, John & Wendy 
Cowley's Silver Wraith (WLE7) in the foreground. 
Photo by Peter Nicholson. 


R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and other U.K. Diversions 


Dilemma, dilemma! Martin and I were 
looking forward to August and the Oregon 
Ghost Trail from Denver, through the 
Rocky Mountains and the famous Oregon 
Trail to the R.R.O.C. Annual Meet in 
Seattle. Then word came from Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd inviting us to the 
launch of Martin’s book Rolls-Royce and 


By Manuela Bennett (A.C.T.) 


Bentley: the Crewe Years, to be hosted by 
the Company at the historic Conduit 
Street, London showroom. 

I had mixed feelings about going 
anywhere. You see, to do so would involve 
flying — and I am not a keen flyer. In fact, 
I loathe it and am terrified by it! Of course, 
I didn’t really need to go, but Martin al- 


The writer with Russell Burge (Vic.) and a new Bentley Continental R at Broughton’s of 


Cheltenham. 


ways seems to be flying off overseas on the 
flimsiest pretext, so what the hell? I was 
going! Inthe event I didn’t care a great deal 
about what was going on when we took off 
from Sydney because I was unwell due to 
the ministrations of Keith Wherry, who 
had plied us with a seemingly never ending 
supply of wine well into the small hours! 
We checked in at seven a.m. and took off 
at nine with me feeling distinctly sorry for 
myself and vowing revenge on Keith for 
being such a good host! 

After no fewer than five stops (being 
the high season we couldn’t get on a one- 
stop flight at such short notice) I was 
feeling much better when the green, green 
land of England finally came in to view. 

Richard & Angela Mann, our friends at 
Hatch End in north west London, had kind- 
ly offered to put up with us for the parts of 
our stay that we were in London. We are 
extemely grateful for this as we would 
otherwise have needed to avoid London as 
much as possible because accommodation 
there is so expensive. 

On the day of the book launch it was 
Martin’s turn to be unwell. (You must be 
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starting to think we’re an unhealthy pair!) 
Some kind of bug got hold of him. So we 
dosed him up for the drive to Conduit 
Street, arriving just before 6 p.m. to be met 
by Martin’s youngest brother Ashley and 
his wife Tracey, who live in the glorious 
Georgian city of Bath. 

Others present included Chris Wood- 
wark (Chief Executive, Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd), John Bodie (head of 
Queste, the Company’s publication for 
Owners), representatives of Jack Barclay 
Ltd, John Haynes and several other repre- 
sentatives of the Publisher, the motoring 
and general press, representatives of the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ and Bentley 
Drivers’ Clubs and several other Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley authors including Tom 
Clarke, John Fasal and Stanley Sedgwick. 
Martin says he also met Dennis Miller- 
Williams, the Company’s now retired 
public relations man who he first met at 
Conduit Street in the early 1970s, and Tom 
Murphy, the Conduit Street driver. 

On the showroom floor were two cars 
representing the era covered by the book, 
i.e. the post-war period of motor car 
production at Crewe. Symbolising the 
modern era was an example of the then 
newly introduced Bentley Azure convert- 
ible, looking suitably magnificent at the 
front of the showroom where C.S. Rolls 
used to display his wares both before and 
immediately after his meeting with Royce. 
Representing the early Crewe period was 
an elegant and stately Silver Wraith, 
chassis WLE7, owned by R.R.E.C. mem- 
bers John & Wendy Cowley. This car has 
the same H.J. Mulliner coachwork style as, 
and is only seven chassis numbers away 
from, our own Silver Wraith WHD101. 
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The Australian group at the A.R.E.C. Annual Rally at Althorp. | think we got everybody! | am 
behind the flag with Russell & Pauline Burge. The flag is the one that normally flies over their 
house when they are in residence at Cranham. 


Below, left and right: 1938 Phantom III (3DL132) at Althorp. This James Young two-door saloon 
is fitted with that firm’s patent parallel action doors. Steve Stuckey couldn't take his eyes off it! 
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At the R.R.E.C. Rally. Althorp House in the background. . 


This was not a coincidence — it had been 
cleverly arranged by the organisers of the 
function with the kind assistance of Peter 
Baines at the Hunt House (a former owner 
of the car) and of course the generous 
co-operation of John and Wendy. 

After the usual general chat, with plenty 
of champagne and canapes, photographs 
were taken by the Queste photographer 
Chris Ladley. Then Chris Woodwark 
spoke on behalf of the Company, 
congratulating Martin on his book and 
focussing on the current product range, 
with particular emphasis on the Azure — 
the first new model to be announced 
following his appointment to the position 
of Chief Executive and of which he is 
obviously very proud. Next John Haynes 
of Haynes Publishing Group spoke about 
the book. John is himself the owner of a 


With AX-201, The Silver Ghost, Althorp. 
- 


Bentley Turbo R and several older models. 
Finally Martin thanked everybody for 
attending, the Company for hosting the 
evening and Peter Nicholson of Haynes, 
the book’s ‘anchor editor’, for being so 
patient with his fussiness! Martin also 
pointed out that the first seeds of the book 
had actually been sown right there in the 
same building, in Dennis Miller- Williams’ 
office upstairs, when he had been given 
access to the photographic files for a future 
book project, which then took more than 
twenty years to materialise! More cham- 
pagne and canapes while Martin signed 
what looked like mountains of books. 

Of course, that evening wasn’t the end 
of things Rolls-Royce for us while we were 
in the U.K. After an all too brief visit to 
Cornwall, one of my favourite parts of 
England, we travelled to the pretty 
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Gloucestershire village of Cranham where 
we had been invited to stay with Russell & 
Pauline Burge who were starting their 
regular holiday in the U.K. Victoria 
Branch members in particular will know 
the Burges and their lovely cars. Via this 
article I wish to thank Russell and Pauline 
for their very kind hospitality — and for 
introducing me (Martin had been there 
before) to some of the wonderful charac- 
ters of the village, and to the ‘Black Horse 
Inn’ with its fine local ale and phenomenal 
meals. 

While we were with the Burges, one of 
our tours of the lovely surrounding 
countryside somehow managed to end up 
at Broughton’s of Cheltenham. Funny 
that! Broughton’s just happen to be the 
local Rolls-Royce & Bentley dealers and 
of course had some nice cars on display. 
Russell is well known there and Martin had 
been there with him before. We were 
shown around the workshop by Peter 
Wyatt and looked after in the showrooms 
by Roger Smith. A James Young Silver 
Wraith, which Martin recognised as that 
owned by Miss Nash-Peake, a regular at 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rallies, was being made 
ready for the forthcoming Rally. 
Broughton’s wanted a signed copy of 
Martin’s book, so we had to call in again a 
couple of days later to deliver it. 

After visiting Martin’s relatives in 
Bristol, one of whom is a R.R.E.C. 
member with a Bentley T Series similar to 
ours, we took a quick trip to Edinburgh (a 
wonderful city) and the Scottish Highlands 
(stunning), followed by an even quicker 
trip back to London on the 225 km/h 
Flying Scotsman. 

On Thursday June 15th Richard Mann, 
Martin and myself set off for Paulerspury 
and the Hunt House, via John & Wendy 
Cowley’s home at Stony Stratford. John 
and Wendy have Rolls-Royces secreted 
away seemingly in every nook and cranny 
of their property, including another early 
Silver Wraith with Freestone & Webb 
coachwork which of course Martin was 
enchanted by. After a quick visit we were 
off to the mecca of R-R aficionados. 

At the Hunt House Bunny Austin 
showed us around the marvellous displays 
and facilities there, then Richard and I left 
Martin there to attend the Spare Parts and 
Inter-Clubs Meetings. Martin had said that 
he would catch a train back, but when he 
hadn’t arrived after 11 p.m. we were get- 
ting a little concerned. Richard, however, 
was of the opinion that Martin would find 
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another way home! Just after 11.15 a car 
pulled up outside. It was Martin at the 
wheel of Bill Medcalf’s black Bentley R- 
type Continental. Bill lives at Enfield, just 
a short distance away in north London, and 
had offered Martin a lift home. 

Another R-R thing we did was to visit 
J. Crispin & Sons, veneer merchants, to 
buy some flame-pattern veneer to repair a 
damaged piece of woodwork in our Silver 
Wraith. This shop, located in Shoreditch, 
London, is quite amazing. Few conces- 
sions to the late twentieth century here! All 
sorts of rooms off all sorts of narrow 
corridors and stairways — all smelling of 
wood. Stacks of veneer everywhere. Very 
Dickensian. 

Well it finally came to the weekend all 
R-R fans hang out for — the R.R.E.C. 
Annual Rally and Concours at Althorp. An 
absolutely glorious weekend weather- 
wise — stunning blue sky, greener than 
green grass, majestic oaks and, as a diver- 
sion, Althorp House. There also happened 
to be hundreds of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, the Club Shop, and numerous trade 
stands including those of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars and Jack Barclay. A real feast 
of cars and car parts. On the Rolls-Royce 
stand I patted AX-201 — The Silver Ghost 
— and squeezed her bulb horn! 

We were staying at a nearby motel and 
on Saturday evening met up in the bar with 
Richard & Angela, Tom & Fiona Clarke, 
Steve Stuckey and Russell & Pauline 
Burge, for a hearty dinner in the motel 
restaurant. 

Next day was Concours Day and the 
hills were alive with PMCs! The cars were 
set out all in neat rows up the hillside 
overlooking the magnificent house, from 
the ever delightful Silver Ghosts, through 
the equally charming Phantoms and 
Wraiths to the ubiquitous but equally well 
presented modern cars. Richard Mann 
went off to judge while the rest of us went 
to look around the cars — no small task 
when there are over 1,300 of them! I 
trundled along with Fiona behind the 
chaps who were carrying on a non-stop 
discourse on the relative merits of the 
various cars, the standard of their restora- 
tions, their paintwork condition, degree of 
authenticity, etc., etc., with Steve Stuckey 
of course leaning heavily towards the 
Phantom IIIs and instantly identifying 
each by chassis number as it arrived! 

At lunch time we all met back at 
Richard and Angela’s car for a veritable 
feast prepared by Angela. Smoked salmon, 
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Althorp. 


prawns, salads, beer, wine — it was hard 
to move afterwards! Fiona and I decided 
to do the tour of the house, which is lived 
in by the Spencer family. After the fellows 
had watched the parade of winning cars we 
headed back to London. 

On Tuesday June 20th we visited 
Conduit Street again to meet John Bodie 
who wanted Martin to sign about 50 copies 
of his book, plus special personalised sign- 
ings foreach member of the Vickers board. 
After that it was a short stroll to Jack 
Barclay’s, just up the road on Berkeley 
Square. There we were met by Lynette 
Gridley, a lovely, gracious young lady 
who had been at the book Jaunch. After a 
cold drink in the boardroom and some idle 


Fiona Clarke, Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.), Tom Clarke shielding his pate from the sun, and myself at 


chat about Australia in which Lynette 
revealed an interest in our wildlife (par- 
ticularly our snakes and spiders!) a car and 
chauffeur were put at our disposal. No 
ordinary car, mind you! This was a new 
Bentley Brooklands, ‘Wildberry’ in 
colour. 

Now this is the only way to get around 
London on a warm day — in air condi- 
tioned comfort with a driver who was 
extremely good at his job and definitely 
not intimidated by the formidable London 
traffic. Our first call was Jack Barclay’s- 
at-Nine Elms, where the service and spare 
parts divisions are located. There is also a 
large showroom with an extensive display 
of earlier model Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


According to Martin this registration number should ring a bell with enthusiasts. He says that 
the first Royce car once bore the registration number NMR-6 and that several numbers from 
that series were carried by other very early models. This is a Silver Spur at Althorp, 


cars for sale. 

As you know, Jack Barclay Ltd is the 
sole world-wide distributor of pre-1955 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley spare parts. We 
were shown around the reception area, 
showroom, paint-shop, servicing 
workshop, valeting area, upholstery room, 
restoration ’shop and, of course, the pre- 
°55 spares operation. We met Ben Murray 
who had been at the Spare Parts Meeting 
which Martin attended at the Hunt House. 
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The Berkeley Square, London showroom of Jack Barclay Ltd. A Phantom VI on display. 


This is a large and extremely busy opera- 
tion, set up to provide a fast and efficient 
service and to monitor demand for parts in 
short supply or unavailable so that re- 
manufacturing, where necessary, can be 
put in train as quickly and smoothly as 
possible. A telephone order was being 
dealt with while we were there — from 
Russell Burge! Small world. 

Ben explained to us that the cataloguing 
of spare parts was almost complete and 
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that any parts still unidentified could be 
bought for a pound. As an example he 
showed us a gear-wheel, which Martin 
promptly bought for £1! It was a second 
speed driven gear for an early post-war 
gearbox. Our Silver Wraith might need it 
one day! We also saw their famous black 
& cream Phantom V James Young sedanca 
de ville (SVF161). 

Meanwhile our chauffeur was waiting. 
We wanted to go for a walk in Hyde Park, 


‘Our’ Bentley Brooklands in Park Lane — a funny name for an eight-lane thoroughfare! Me with my Selfridge’s shopping 


5-95 2633 


So, what’s left? Ah, yes, of course — 
Crewe! On June 21st Richard, Martin and 
I headed up the M4 and M6 motorways to 
Crewe, about 180 miles (290 km), arriving 
at the factory 10.30 a.m. Due to the 
changeover to production of the 1996 
Model Year range of cars (see the last issue 
of PRAECLARUM), the factory was 
closed to visitors. However, Chris 
Woodwark had issued a special invitation 
at the book launch, so here we were! 

We were met by Mark Whittaker, who 
showed us around the build sequence of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, starting 
with the room where they make the R-R 
grille. Martin had seen this at least three 
times before and Richard, a former R-R 


Quality Engineer, had seen it many times Ajust completed Bentley Azure in the Crewe factory, ready for its exacting road-test programme, 
— but I wanted to see it, too! On the actual followed by shipping to its fortunate new owner in the United States. 


so we had him drop us off there. (agi . {| 9) |e, oz : 
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‘assembly line’, for want of a better term, 
they push the cars from one stage to the 
next by hand, until they reach the stage at 
which they become drivable, after which 
they are driven! 

Half way through the tour we were Martin in the board room at Crewe. What a dreamer! 
taken up to the boardroom to meet Chris 
Woodwark again, then taken to lunch. 

Then to the upholstery and woodwork 
departments and on to the Mulliner Park 
Ward gallery, where any special require- 
ments of owners, particularly in respect to 
interior details, are met. We saw Aston 
Martin DB7 bodies awaiting painting in 
Crewe’s high tech paint facility. 

After the tour we went to the Marketing 
Department where Martin had to pay for it 
by signing 84 copies of his book. We asked 
to meet Justine Larkins, an Australian 
from Melbourne who Martin used to be in 
contact with when she worked in the 
public relations area. She has since moved 
on to Internal Communications. Richard 
Mann in the meantime was chatting with 
people he used to work with when he was 
at MPW. 

Many thanks to Mark Whittaker and 
from me a special thank you for the Spirit 
of Ecstasy letter opener which I took a 
fancy to and which he gave me as a 
souvenir of our visit! 

Next day we flew home. And boy do I 
have a bone to pick with Martin! Until I 
wrote this article I hadn’t realised just how 
much time had been devoted to R-R 
matters! There was so much that we didn’t 
see or do. Next time, Rolls-Royce matters 
will have to take a back seat to more time 
in Cornwall, much more time in Scotland 
and more country pubs! > 
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A 1902 Royce in Australia 


In 1902 Royce Ltd of Manchester 
supplied one of their ‘Goliath’ models to 
the original owners in Wallaroo, South 
Australia. 

It was a two-wheel drive type, with 
shaft drive and straight-cut bevel gearing 
to the driving wheels, and had two motors, 
both of which ran at 500 r.p.m. Even at 
that early stage no horsepower figure was 
quoted! 

The commodious four-light enclosed 
coachwork was timber clad with metal 
roofing, and was so constructed that the 
driver could move the coachwork laterally 
if he wished to obtain a better view of the 
road. 

In order to give the driver a better view 
of his surroundings, the coachwork was 
mounted well clear of the ground, and was 
reached by two ladders, the first with 23 
steps, or treads, and the second with four 
steps, enabling him to take up his driving 


By Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S.A.) 


position some 30 feet above the ground. A 
commanding view indeed! 

The wheelbase of this interesting early 
model was 26 feet, while this wide tread 
Colonial model was given a track of no less 
than 80 feet. The four steel wheels were 
double flanged and designed to run on steel 
rails. 

By this time the discerning reader will 
have realised that we are not talking about 
a Royce motor car, but that I have been 
describing a gantry version of the high 
quality electric cranes produced by F.H. 
Royce’s electrical engineering firm in the 
years immediately prior to his becoming 
involved with motor cars. 

The elegantly beautiful linen reprod- 
ucible General Arrangement Drawing of 
this crane (below) is dated 7th February 
1902 and carries the draughtsman’s initials 
R.W.H. The crane was supplied to the 
Wallaroo Smelting Works, South 


WALLAROO SMELTING WYWfoeKs - Sowrty MusTreaky~e —— 


Australia. 

The drawing carries a notation which 
reads as follows: 

“All motions viz. hoisting, cross 
traversing, longtitudinal travelling, and 
tipping of boxes are controlled by man in 
the cage on crab.” 

It appears from the drawing that the 
“boxes” of copper ore, before or after treat- 
ment, were delivered under the crane 
gantry on a separate set of rails running 
parallel to the crane rails. This enabled the 
crane driver to pick up the box with a 
cradle sling suspended from his hoisting 
mechanism, traverse to the centre of the 
ore heap, and then tip the box with a cable 
operated mechanism from his cab. 

Two Royce Ltd 400 volt 30 amp d.c. 
electric motors were used to power the 
crane, one mounted in the centre of the 
gantry to operate the travel motion through 
spur gears, shafts and bevel gears down to 
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the driving wheels. The other motor was 
mounted in the cab to operate the hoisting 
drum mechanism and the traverse opera- 
tion of the cab, which ran on its own set of 
rails on top of the gantry, riding on a set of 
four double flanged steel wheels. 

The painstakingly meticulous 
draughtsman has drawn in every single 
bolt in the frame, and presumably the 
whole crane was shipped from England in 
dismantled form, and then re-erected on 
site when it arrived in Wallaroo. 

I first heard of this crane some time in 
the late 1950s from an engineering 
colleague, who was then working in the 
design office of the South Australian 
Railways’ workshops at Islington where, 
amongst other rolling stock, they were 
building Rolls-Royce diesel-powered rail- 
cars. He rang me, saying “I know you’re 
interested in Rolls-Royces. Have you ever 
seen a Royce crane?” 

On my expressing surprise and interest 
he told me that if I wanted to see a Royce 
crane I'd better hurry, because he could tell 
me where one was being dismantled by a 
scrap dealer at that very moment. Needless 
to say no time was lost and I found myself 
looking at the gantry crane depicted in the 
General Arrangement Drawing. 

Apparently, around the time of the First 
World War the crane had become surplus 
to requirements at Wallaroo, and had been 
bought by the S.A.R. It was moved to the 
Islington Workshops where it was 
mounted on its own set of rails and used as 
a yard crane, where its under-hook 
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One of the Royce Ltd maker's plates rescued by the author 
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from the motors of the South 


Australian Railways’ Royce ‘Goliath’ gantry crane. It will be noted that the space provided for 
brake horsepower was left blank, being too small for the word ‘adequate’ or ‘sufficient’! 


clearance of nearly 24 feet proved ideal for 
handling large locomotive and rolling 
stock components. 

By the late 1950s age and corrosion had 
caused the Railways to de-rate the crane to 
the point where it was of no further com- 
mercial use to them and as a result it had 
been sold for scrap. 

When I arrived on the scene disman- 
tling had already started, but by appealing 
to the good nature of the new owner I was 
able to salvage the two maker’s plates from 
the Royce electric motors and to buy the 
complete, beautifully made Royce Ltd 
control box, which is fitted with a vertical 
rotary action handle like the controllers of 
early electric trams. 

Obviously I would have liked to have 
saved the electric motors as well, but these 


were large and cumbersome and due to the 
amount of valuable copper windings had a 
value placed on them by the new owner 
that was more than I could afford. 

However, with the assistance of my 
colleague I was able to obtain the General 
Arrangement Drawing, and thus preserve 
a bit more of this interesting piece of 
Royce history. For some reason that now 
eludes me I foolishly didn’t photograph 
the crane, which I must have passed many 
times on my various visits to Islington, 
without realising its significance, but a 
search through South Australian Railways 
archives may still turn up a photograph of 
the crane itself, or a general view of the 
area in which the crane can be seen. 

I wonder whether any other Royce 
cranes were supplied to Australia? 7 


Unleaded Petrol for all Rolls-Royce Cars? 


By Robert Chapman M.1.A.M.E., M.SAE. (Vic.) 


I recently read an article in 
PRAECLARYVM (2-95, p.2531), written 
by a retired Rolls-Royce engineer, that 
gave advice to owners regarding the use of 
unleaded petrol in engines originally 
designed for leaded petrol. He covered the 
two main areas of concern when consider- 
ing using unleaded petrol, these being 
valve seat recession and compression 
ratio. 

As a motor engineer myself, I would 


like to express a contrary opinion drawing 
on my own experience in the field. Whilst 
giving my opinion I would like to explain 
the practical and technical reasons behind 
them. 


Early post-war engines 


In the article it is suggested that the 
overhead inlet side exhaust valve engined 
cars will at most need more regular checks 


of inlet valve clearances. Rather, it is 
known in practice that in fact it is the 
exhaust valves that need regular monitor- 
ing due to the fact that the exhaust valve 
seats suffer from valve recession when not 
protected by the lubricating properties of 
lead, when these seats are cut directly into 
the cast iron of either the cylinder head or 
the block, as with the exhaust valves of the 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn and Bentley 
Mk VI/R-type (the Silver Cloud I/S1 


engine has hardened valve seats). 

When the exhaust valve seat is not 
lubricated by lead it becomes overheated 
and each time the valve opens, molten 
particles of the seat are removed by the 
valve head and the rotating action of the 
valve produces abrasive wear on the seat 
and effectively lowers the valve head into 
the seat. This action rapidly reduces the 
valve clearance. 

The results of this reduction in valve 
clearances will cause the exhaust valve 
opening time to be advanced, exposing the 
exhaust valve head to the high temperature 
heat flash of the still expanding combus- 
tion stroke. It will also decrease the time 
the exhaust valve head is in contact with 
the seat which is the main area of heat 
dissipation for the valve to the cooling 
system. Both the early opening of the 
exhaust valve and the decreased time that 
the valve remains on the seat dramatically 
increase the temperature of the exhaust 
valve which in turn accelerates the valve 
recession problem. 

This cycle continues until there is no 
valve clearance and the valve head can no 
longer discharge its heat to the cooling 
system. This results in a burnt valve and a 
total loss of compression. It is very likely 
that engines that have travelled many 
thousands of miles on leaded petrol will be 
afforded some protection because the 
valve seat will be impregnated with lead, 
but if a valve regrind job becomes neces- 
sary and the valve seat is recut this 
protection will be removed. 

My advice, if you are going to use 
unleaded petrol in this type of engine, 
would be to check exhaust valve clear- 
ances every 3,000 miles and when a valve 
job is required, fit hardened exhaust seats 
as per Silver Cloud I/S1 engines. 


Compression ratio 


The second area of concern is advice 
given regarding compression ratio. It is 
suggested in the article that it is possible to 
tun all V-8 engines on unleaded petrol as 
long as the ignition timing is adjusted to 
suit the lower octane rating of the unleaded 
petrol. The procedure advised is to retard 
the ignition timing by 1 degree per octane 
number reduction. 

This means that for a 9:1 compression 
engine (U.K. delivery) that was designed 
to run on 100 octane petrol and now to be 
run on 96 octane leaded petrol should have 
the ignition timing retarded by 4 degrees 
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to a setting at idle speed of 1 degree before 
TDC from it’s standard setting of 5 
degrees before TDC, and if the same 
engine was to be run on unleaded petrol of 
92 octane the ignition timing would have 
to be retarded by 8 degrees, resulting in it 
being set at 3 degrees after TDC. Setting 
the ignition timing to this formula would 
result in substantial decrease in engine per- 
formance, idle quality, engine overheating 
and possible mechanical damage. It could 
also be illegal, as exhaust emission would 
be dramatically increased. 

Engines with 8:1 compressions are on 
the border line for use with 92 octane un- 
leaded petrol and if in good mechanical 
condition may just tolerate regular un- 
leaded petrol. (Premium unleaded has the 
same octane rating as ‘Super’ grade and 
presents no problems). 

It is generally accepted by most motor 
engineers, that retarding ignition timing is 
not an acceptable method of tuning an 
engine to run on low octane unleaded 
petrol. In my opinion, the major flaw in the 
advice to retard ignition timing to suit low 
octane petrol, is that the assumption is 
made that the octane requirements of an 
engine that has been in service for a 
number of years will be the same as it was 
when it left the factory. In practice this is 
definitely not the case and in fact it is likely 
to have increased. 

There are many things that can occur 
during the life of an engine that will 
increase its octane requirement; these are 
compression increase due to carbon build 
up, cylinder head surfacing, cylinder block 
surfacing and cylinder over-boring, 
inoperative exhaust gas recirculation 
equipment, increased inducted air 
temperature, lean petrol mixture, engine 
oil leaking into the combustion chamber 
and a worn distributor giving excessive 
mechanical or vacuum advance. 

When a distributor is tested with an 
ignition oscilloscope it can be seen that a 
worn distributor will not only change the 
mechanical centrifugal advance curve (the 
rate of ignition advance relative to engine 
speed) but also the ignition timing of 
individual cylinders, by several degrees. 
Since ignition timing is only checked on 
one or two cylinders, there is no guarantee 
that the ignition timing settings will be the 
same for the remaining cylinders. Added 
to this, it is quite common for compression 
pressure tests on individual cylinders to be 
ten p.s.i above the rest. It will be apprec- 
iated that the octane requirements of 
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individual cylinders can be very different, 
let alone individual engines. 


Early Bentley Turbos 


Owners of carburated Turbo cars would 
definitely not be advised to follow the 
ignition retard advice as these engines al- 
ready find it difficult to run on 96 octane 
petrol and would definitely suffer severe 
detonation if run on 92 octane unleaded 
petrol, although some may say that the 
compression ratio is only 8:1 and should 
tolerate Regular unleaded petrol. It should 
be remembered that the compression ratio 
stated by the manufacturer is the theoreti- 
cal ratio and is very different to the running 
or dynamic ratio. The theoretical ratio is 
calculated and assumes that the cylinder 
will be 100% filled at atmospheric pres- 
sure, but in practice a normally aspirated 
engine will only manage approx 75 to 80 
per cent filling of the cylinder at maximum 
torque. Turbocharged or forced induction 
engines achieve far greater than 100% 
cylinder filling and therefore have much 
higher dynamic compression ratio when 
running under boost conditions, the com- 
pression ratio rising to approx 11:1. 
Owners of these carburetter-fitted Turbo 
cars would be advised to continue using 
leaded petrol or Premium unleaded and 
consider converting to lower compression 
pistons in the future. 

My advice for owners of 9:1 engines 
would be to continue to use leaded petrol 
(or Premium unleaded) until an engine 
overhaul is required and then rebuild it 
using lower compression pistons. 

Owners with 8:1 engines should firstly 
make sure that all systems are working 
correctly, clean combustion chamber 
deposits by using Redex upper cylinder 
lubricant or similar and have the ignition 
distributor advance curve checked before 
changing to low octane unleaded petrol, 
and when overhaul is required convert to 
lower compression pistons. Owners with 
7.3:1 compression engines need only 
ensure that their engines are in good tune, 
and that all systems are working correctly. 


LPG 


The only other alternative to the octane 
requirement problem of all these engines 
is the use of LPG which has an average 
octane rating of 110, contains no lead and 
has much lower pollution levels than both 
unleaded and leaded petrols. ¥ 


The magnificent finished product, Jim Kelso's 1929 Phantom | (50OR), with the de ville extension closed and landaulette rear in the open position. 


Better Late than Never! 


The restoration of 1929 New Phantom 50OR 


Jim Kelso is an Honorary Life Member 
with a long record of service to the Club, 
including two terms as Federal President. 
His superb personal restoration of 500R 
has taken more than half the life of the car! 
However, it has been worth it. What follows 
isJim’'s story of that remarkable restoration. 


It all began on September 14th, 1929 
when SOOR was born. This is the date on 
which she received her Guarantee. I was 
born in the following year of this century 
(for the benefit of doubters) and we met in 
1960 when I purchased her in very much 
modified form from her original presenta- 
tion. Now, some thirty-five years later, her 
restoration to that original presentation is 
nearing completion. 

Mr A.M. Nicholas, on April 17th, 1929 
at Hoopers, ordered “a new Hooper 
Enclosed Limousine Landaulette with 
division behind the driving seat and a fold- 
ing leather extension over the driving 
seat”, This type of coachwork was to be 
fitted ona Rolls-Royce New Phantom long 
wheelbase chassis to be purchased from 


By Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) 


Rolls-Royce Ltd at a basic cost of £1,900. 
The chassis supplied by Rolls-Royce was 
SOOR, in the final series of New Phantoms. 
Osmond Rivers was the Chief 
Draughtsman at Hoopers at that time and 
many years later he came to Australia to 
visit his son who was living in Melbourne. 
When Mr Rivers was in Australia he came 
to see SOOR and he gave me a lot of good 
advice on the restoration about to 
commence. The whole process was 
significantly assisted by the consumption 
of some Johnny Walker Black Label. It 
was a small price to pay for such expert 
advice. Subsequently, on his return to 
London, he spent time at the South 
Kensington Science Museum in whose 
archives the Hooper records and drawings 
have been deposited. He found the original 
order for 5OOR and copied it for me. It ran 
to three typewritten pages and some of the 
interesting accessories were: 
¢ ‘Triplex’ glass throughout, £35-0-0; 
¢ Hooper patent quick-action signal 
window to off front door, £5-10-0; 
¢ ‘Dictograph’ for communication with 


driver, £8-8-0; 

¢ A.T. speedometer, £1 1-0-0; 

¢ Luggage rail to roof and cover for same, 
£12-0-0; 

¢ ‘Brooks’ special three-chested trunk, 
£40-0-0; 

¢ Rolls-Royce mascot, £4-0-0; 

¢ Two electric cigar lighters with pipe 
elements, £4-10-0. 

The total cost of the car was £3,216-0-0 
and Mr Nicholas took delivery in London 
in late September, 1929, prior to some 
continental touring. Subsequently the car 
was shipped to Melbourme on the s.s. 
Otranto. 

During World War II 500R was con- 
verted into an ambulance to transport 
convalescing troops from Station Pier, 
Port Melbourne to ‘Burnham Beeches’, 
the very large family holiday home of the 
Nicholas clan in the Dandenongs (and the 
site of several R.R.O.C. Victoria Branch 
concours d’elegance). The house had been 
converted into a hospital for the duration 
of the war. 

The conversion of 5OOR involved the 


complete removal of all of the coachwork 
behind the rear door pillars. Everything 
went — seats, woodwork, the complete 
mechanism for the landau top, all of the 
aluminium panels aft of the back doors, — 
in fact, everything! The items removed 
were said to have been stored somewhere 
but I was never able to find their location 
or to establish who carried out the conver- 
sion to an ambulance. Whoever it was, in 
deference to Hooper, removed all of the 
coachbuider’s plates on the door steps and 
reversed them so that they appeared to 
indicate an anonymous coachbuilder when 
the car was purchased. It was only when 
the plates were removed prior to the body 
restoration that Hooper construction was 
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confirmed. 

The converters constructed an extended 
rear platform and a wooden framework 
with a fixed roof, steel panelled sides 
without side windows and double doors at 
the rear, so that stretchers could be slid in 
and out. On the roof an enormous red cross 
on a white field was painted. It could not 
have created a feeling of confidence for its 
convalescing occupants as it looked more 
like a hearse than an ambulance! 

Osmond Rivers examined 50OR in this 
condition and I could see that what had 
been done to his original design did not 
exactly please him. However, he made a 
number of drawings as to how the body 
could be rebuilt. I still have the sketches 


50OR on the day it was purchased by the writer, on tow by a 1924 Steyr. Note the ambulance 


rear end and mangled rear mudguard. 


i 
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and a later letter from him in response to 
my advice that I was determined to rebuild 
the car exactly as it was on delivery. The 
letter included the following: 

“Personally, I think you would be wiser 
to turn it into a limousine — the making 
and fitting of all the parts for a landaulette 
would scare even a good coachbuilder”! 

However, with the enthusiasm of youth 
(now so long departed) I had resolved that 
this was my objective no matter what it 
cost in terms of time and money. I was not 
to be disappointed in expenditure of either! 

The restoration began in Melbourne 
with the removal and discard of the whole 
of the non-original rear section. The 
remaining body was removed and the 
chassis dismantled. All of the component 
parts were spread over the garage floor in 
order to assess the extent of the work. It 
was at this juncture that my employer, 
McPhersons Ltd, decided that I should be 
moved to Sydney with my family. 
Therefore, the running gear had to be re- 
assembled, the body replaced on the 
chassis and the loose bits loaded into a 
large number of packing cases for the 
move. Some years later, the restoration 
began again in Sydney. 

Despite these setbacks, some useful 
events occurred. The Nicholas family 
found a Brooks trunk in one of their many 
garages and kindly let me have it. When I 
got it home, the little key on the key-ring 
that came with the car opened the lock. It 
was a very happy reunion. In addition, the 
Nicholas family found some early photos 
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of 5OOR taken soon after delivery. They 
allowed me to re-photograph these and 
they have been enormously helpful in 
trying to return the car to its original 
condition. 

Some fifteen years after purchase work 
on the chassis was resumed. Everything 
was dismantled and reassembled, some 
once, some quite a few times before get- 
ting it right. New pistons and rings, rebore 
to .010" oversize, crankshaft and camshaft 
regrind, new valve guides, etc. The 
chassis was completely rewired with 
cotton-covered wire of the correct current 
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The new landau top under construction — demonstrating the opening sequence. The compression spring to assist closing not yet installed. 


capacity and stranding. Additional wiring 
was incorporated for reversing lights, turn 
indicators, etc. 

On September 14th, 1989 — SOOR’s 
60th birthday — the chassis reached run- 
ning order with many well-wishers and 
much champagne to celebrate the 
occasion! 

Whilst the chassis work was relatively 
straight forward even for an amateur such 
as myself, the same could not be said for 
the body, which presented more complex 
problems that could only be solved with 
professional assistance. The problems 


The “modernisation” in the 1930s extended the front mudguards forwards and downwards in 
the then enveloping fashion. Here the added sections have been painted out prior to removal. 


were: 
¢ The complete absence of the rear of the 
body and, more significantly, of the landau 
mechanism; 

¢ the aluminium rear mudguards were 
beyond repair and the front mudguards 
required drastic reforming to return them 


The new rear mudguards and landau rear 
nearing completion. Looks simple, doesn't 
it?! 


and a home-made rig. 


to original configuration; 

¢ what remained of the upholstery in both 
the front and rear compartments was 
beyond repair; 

¢ the two cast aluminium windscreen posts 
and the two cast aluminium front door 
posts were all broken off at a level adjacent 
to the bottom of the windows; 

¢ the instrument board and most of the 
polished woodwork throughout the car 
was beyond repair and would have to be 
replaced; 

¢ the paintwork on the remaining body 
was beyond repair and a complete repaint 
was required. In addition all of the 
aluminium panels required attention in 
some way. 

In the “modernisation” in the 1930s all 
of the brightwork, including the radiator 
and shutters, had been chromium plated. 
As the original finish had been nickel, all 
the chrome had to be stripped electrolyti- 
cally before replating in nickel or polished 
in the case of the nickel silver radiator and 
shutters. All of this plus the myriad matters 
that every restorer is faced with such as 
replacement of all the door striker plates 


_ 
Checking the slipper flywheel torsional setting usin 
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The final component of the landaulette mechanism, the compression 


PRAECLARVM 


spring that assists in closing the top. It weighs a ton otherwise! 


and wedges, refurbishment of the instru- 
ments, reconstruction of the ‘Dictograph’, 
etc. 

The body work was commenced some 
five years after purchase, beginning with 
consultation with the late George 
Williams. George was in the process of 
handing his business over to Geoff 
Spaulding but found time to lecture me on 
many subjects including spray painting, 
body design, upholstery, handling 
employees, sex, and inter-personal 
relationships, in which he regarded him- 
self as something of an expert. Geoff 
Spaulding commenced work on the timber 
frame for the rear of the body and also 
undertook the reconstruction of the 
landaulette mechanism. With Osmond 
Rivers’ advice ringing in my ears, we 
began trials leading to the construction of 
the intricate four-component hinge and 
balancing mechanism. All of this must be 
hidden behind the woodwork and body 
panels as this body is a ‘six-light’, i.e. three 
large windows on each side of the car, all 
capable of being lowered. To achieve this 
end, three important actions were 


necessary: 
¢ Convince Barrie Gillings to allow me to 
remove the interior lining of his Phantom 
Il Hooper landaulette in order to examine 
and measure up the components of the 
hinge; 

* construct a mock-up of the whole of the 
mechanism from light timber and 
aluminium arms cut from heavy sheet; 

¢ develop considerable patience and a lot 
of perseverance in order to get lengths, 
pivot points, spring loading and limiting 
stops all correct. 

The new wooden frame was then 
panelled in aluminium with the compound 
curves being ‘wheeled’ by Ray Patterson, 
in my view one of the best wheelers 
around. John Spalding of Fairford Autos 
(no relation to Geoff Spaulding above) 
supervised all the metal work on the body 
and was responsible for the paintwork, 
which was in two colours — black ahead 
of the ‘chariot’ pillar, above the waistline 
and on the mudguards, and a deepish blue 
on the remaining bodywork. 

The upholstery and interior woodwork 
were carried out by Geoff Spaulding and 
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Bob Hutton. The origin of the blue-grey 
cord upholstery in the rear compartment is 
interesting. Keith Laycock, a former Vic- 
torian member of the R.R.O.C.A., knew 
that I was restoring SOOR and produced a 
bolt of upholstery fabric for the job. It was 
believed that Keith’s grandfather (who 
owned Laconia Blankets in Melbourne) 
ordered a Rolls-Royce in the 1920s and 
when it arrived was not keen on the 
upholstery. He therefore arranged to have 
his factory produce two bolts of cloth to 
his liking. He only used one and the other 
is in SOOR, which makes the rear 
upholstery some years older than the 
chassis! 

As the restoration nears final comple- 
tion all the usual problems have arisen. 
The process of tuning and refining goes on 
and I guess it will be ever thus. A noise in 
the transmission necessitated complete 
dismantling of the sphere and torque tube. 
It was found that the new bronze bearings 
and hardened steel sleeves in the universal 
joint enclosed by the sphere needed shims 
to reduce the horizontal/vertical toler- 
ances. The noise disappeared. On an 
earlier outing, vapour locks occurred on a 
hot day (fortunately just out of the Sydney 
Harbour Tunnel) and as a consequence an 
alternate fuel supply system was installed 
with the addition of an electric fuel pump 
and by-pass taps. 

The front wheels were balanced before 
the aluminium discs were fitted, but when 
the discs were fitted the wheels were found 
to be badly out of balance due to the valve 
apertures in the discs. Rebalancing with 
the discs in place presents some difficulty 
but certainly reduces the possibility of 
wheel wobble or shimmy. In this regard, 
the cross steering tube must be checked to 
ensure that the ball joints are adjusted to 
the correct tension as this provides an 
essential damping action in beam axle 
assemblies such as on the Silver Ghost, 
Phantom I and Phantom II. 

SOOR has now completed some 300 
miles since returning to the road after her 
long absence. The rebored engine is 
settling down gradually and driving her 
three tons is a cross between piloting the 
Queen Mary and driving Dick Hehir’s 
steam traction engine! Nevertheless, after 
all these years it is nice to be looking down 
that long bonnet and following in the wake 
of that delightful lady up front. After 35 
years — better late than never! > 


Photographs from the Author 
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The electrical distribution box after re-wiring the entire electrical system with cotton-covered 
wire using the correct colour coding. 


The justifiably proud owner with the finished 50OR. 
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Twenty the Best? 


Your comments about the Rolls- 
Royce 20 h.p. recorded in a paragraph 
entitled ‘Best of the Best’ in P.3-95 unfor- 
tunately reinforces a lot of propaganda 
which has been put forward by my old 
friend Terrence Donovan O'Reilly the 
Bruce in his many presentations to 
appreciative audiences at Federal 
Rallies and any other occasion when the 
opportunity presents itself. 

The basis of these presentations 
extolling the virtues of the 20 h.p. is a 
letter said to have been found in the 
upholstery of GYK47, written by Royce 
himself and addressed personally to T. 
Bruce , Esq. The letter advised the latter 
that “this 20 h.p. is the best one | ever 
built”. The fact that Royce only produced 
chassis without coachwork at the time 
leaves the veracity of this proposition 
open to challenge. 

The words of Royce to his friend 
Pemberton in reference to the 20 h.p. — 
“show me a better car” — are under- 
standable because this was at the time 
when the Silver Ghost and 20 h.p. were 
the only Rolls-Royce models made. The 
advanced and technically superior New 
Phantom had not yet been introduced. 

Rather than rely on these claims 
reporting contemporary opinions of the 
20 h.p., what could be more reliable than 
an extract from a letter written by Claude 
Johnson on September 27th, 1922 to the 
Motoring Editors of various U.K. publica- 
tions? In his letter Johnson suggests that 
ownership of a 20 h.p. “may prove, for 
some people, to be merely a stepping 
stone towards the fullness of Rolls- 
Royce ownership” — i.e., a 40/50. (The 
full text of this letter may be studied in 
PRAECLARUM Vol. 11 No. 3 (c.1967), 
pages 50 and 51. 

Nevertheless, the 20 h.p. has a few 
desirable features which | am fully 
prepared to admit to — you don’t need to 
be built like Cassius Clay to steer it and 
a following entourage of a petrol tanker 
and mobile bank is not essential. 
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The 20 h.p.? | think | would like to own 
one again before i shuffle off! 


Jim Kelso, 
Honorary Life Member, 
New South Wales 


Editorial note: Was the New Phantom 
really so “advanced and technically su- 
perior”? Or merely a stop-gap with anew 
engine in the same chassis? — M.1|.B. 


Specialists Association 


A copy of a letter to Chellingworth 
Motors of Perth, W.A. has been passed 
to me by an Australian Club member. 

After consultation with the 
Association’s committee, it was decided 
that it merited a response since it has 
suggested by implication that the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Specialists 
Association is an unprofessional 
organisation whose members are less 
than capable of maintaining Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars to the required 
standards. 

In order that R.R.O.C. of Australia 
members can have a more informed 
view, lam therefore asking you to publish 
this letter in the Club's magazine. 

This Association was formed some 
thirteen years ago with its main objective 
being to promote the conservation of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars with 
particular emphasis on the production of 
parts which Rolls-Royce could no longer 
supply — for whatever reason. It 
numbers among its members some of 
the world's leading restorers of the 
marques. 

The Association has never felt it has 
had any need to seek the condonation or 
approval of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
although it has, from its inception, sought 
to co-operate with the Crewe factory (and 
with the R.R.E.C.) in order that the older 
cars can be kept in good running order. 
To that end the letter referred to is some- 
what inaccurate because over the past 
two years there have been some con- 
structive meetings of representatives 
from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, Jack 
Barclay Ltd, the R.R.E.C. and this 
Specialists Association to formulate a 
policy for the reintroduction of parts 
which have become obsolete. 

Where in the world can you obtain a 
cylinder block for a Phantom or 20 h.p., 
a cylinder head for a 20/25 or 25/30, a 
sidelamp for a Mk VI, a front overrider for 
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an R-type, or a tail-lamp for an S3? The 
answer is that they are now sourced only 
from within the membership of the 
Association. These examples are only 
representative of some 4,000 different 
parts which are now produced by 
Association members from the smallest 
lock washer to major castings, and most 
are made from original drawings. All are 
sensibly priced relative to limited produc- 
tion costs. 

It is a fact that a very large number of 
our fine old cars would not now be on the 
road if it were not for the efforts of inde- 
pendent, non-franchised specialists both 
within and without the Association. It is 
true to say that our members do not 
engage in these activities for phil- 
anthropic reasons, but it is also true to 
say that they are not driven purely by the 
search for profits as larger organisations 
must inevitably be. They offer a service 
by enthusiasts for enthusiasts and all 
strive to embrace the ideals handed 
down by Sir Henry Royce. 


E.G. Healey, 
Chairman, Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Specialists Association, U.K. 


Editorial note: All indications are that 
the present day relationship between the 
Company and the Specialists Associa- 
tion is far healthier than the letter to 
Chellingworth Motors referred to above 
would have us believe. For evidence of 
this | refer readers to my article on the 
Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings in 
our last issue. An organisation whose 
members provide so much of the exper- 
tise and spare parts manufacturing 
capacity for the pre-war and early 
post-war cars cannot be so unfairly dis- 
missed. When people see an elderly 
Rolls-Royce on the road, still running 
strongly and silently, it reinforces the 
public perception of the Rolls-Royce as 
a very high quality and unusually long- 
lasting car. Needless to say, this is very 
much to the benefit of the Company and 
its Dealerships. Indeed, the Company is 
fond of glorying in the high percentage 
of Rolls-Royce cars still on the road, an 
enviable situation for which businesses 
of the kind that form the membership of 
the Specialists Association can claim a 
considerable amount of credit. It is also 
worth pointing out that some of the 
Association's member businesses are in 
fact Rolls-Royce franchised. — M.1.B. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1921 Silver Ghost (9LG) Very complete. Full 
engine overhaul plus much other chassis 
work over many years. Offers around 
$95,000. Stan Marquis-Kyle 07-3378-2189 


1924 Silver Ghost (48RM) extended chassis 
(extension thought to be by Bert Ward). 
Possibly the only extended S.G. chassis inthe 
world. Body by George Williams (c.1980), 
based on a Gill all-weather. Some tools and 
owner's handbooks. See three-part article in 
the last three issues of PRAECLARUM. Has 
to be worth $250,000 but will consider offers. 
Pat Brassil 069-25-4407 


1923 20 h.p. (59S7) Barker tourer. Light blue 
with dark blue mudguards and black leather 
interior. Six 21" tyres. Rear trunk. Year's reg. 
$58,000. Hugh Hodgkinson 02-498-2877 (h) 
02-9922-3199 (w) 


1926 20 h.p. (GYK47) Park Ward saloon 
limousine. Extremely well known Club car 
in superbly original condition. See 
PRAECLARUM 3-95 front cover and 
pp.2548/49. $250,000. Terry Bruce 
03-9772-2973 
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1927 Phantom I (48UF) Roger Fry ‘Ascot’ 
style tourer. A well known and well loved car. 
$145,000. Roger Fry 09-293-1393 


1938 Bentley 31% Litre (B141LE) Park Ward 
sports saloon. Black with brown hide. Original 
car with $26,000 worth of receipts for major 
body restoration now nearly completed. Was 
in regular use prior to commencement of 
repairs. $35,000. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 
03-9428-8844 or FAX 03-9428-0190 


Cars For Sale 


1929 Phantom Il (98WJ) H.J. Mulliner fabric 
saloon, Weymann design. Red and black. 
Good raily car in sound original condition. 
$75,000. Roger Fry 09-293-1393 


1937 25/30 (GMO6) James Young sports 
saloon. Restored in the U.K. in the '70s. Ex- 
cellent mechanical condition. $75,000. Steve 
Padgett 074-42-5250 (h) 074-48-8700 (w) 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B302EY) Two-tone 
metallic grey with new dark grey leather 
upholstery. Restored 4 years ago to concours 
standard. Much more spent than asking 
price. Have all receipts. $37,500. Ivan Shaw 
07-378-2939 


1949 Silver Wraith (WGC24) Hooper touring 
limousine. Maroon and silver with deep red 
and grey upholstery. Owned new by Sir Cecil 
Hoskins (Australian Iron & Steel). Totally 
rebuilt from bare chassis up by Roger Fry. 
New engine, engine mounts, radiator, 
radiator shutter control, front end joints, 
kingpins, wiring, body mounts, braking 
system, stainless steel exhaust system, etc. 
Bare metal repaint, new upholstery, carpets 
and headlining. Beautiful condition, virtually 
nothing to spend. $87,500. Denis Sowden 
09-335-1202 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B231FU) complete 
rolling chassis. Running. Excellent engine 
and mechanicals, all instruments and grille. 
$10,000 or good offer. Simon Read 
074-85-3214 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B213JN) Moss Green 
with maroon leather. $24,000 engine refit, 
1994. $39,500. Peter Harwin 048-48-3180 


Cars For Sale 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B82KM) runs O.K., new 
headlining and woodwork restored. Does not 
need paintwork. $18,000. Peter Kemp 
02-743-8957 


1955 Silver Dawn (SVJ113) Special order 
Arabian Brown over Mushroom with beige 
hide. Exceptionally rare long boot/synchro- 
mesh gearbox example. Eleventh last Silver 
Dawn built. Very desirable, in very good 
original condition. $45,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 
03-9428-8844 or FAX 03-9428-0190 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SGE280) Sage Green 
over Smoke Green. Lovely condition 
throughout. Melbourne delivery, one pre- 
vious owner. Power steering. Complete tool 
kit, workshop manual, handbook, original 
receipts from new, unused master key, 
original brochures on auto, radio etc. Main- 
tained by R.A. McDermott & Co. since 
purchasing in 1991. $50,000 or reasonable 
offer. Jonathan White 059-88-8060 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (LCC9) long wheelbase 
saloon. Masons Black over Café au Lait, 
beige leather interior. A very rare car being 
one of only 101 of these Iwb models made by 
Rolls-Royce without division. Receipts show- 
ing details of complete restoration. 26 pages 
Rolis-Royce chassis cards. Very complete, 
superb condition. $70,000. lan Edwards 
03-9876-3064 


1964 Bentley S3 (B68FG) Dawn Blue over 
Shell Grey with beige hide. Origina! Adelaide 
delivery. Full history, 120,000 miles. All books 
and tools. Excellent car. $55,000. Alastair 
Angas 08-8842-2859 or FAX 08-8842-1294 
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Cars For Sale 


1962 Bentley S2 (B110DW) Sable over 
Sand, beige interior. Australian delivery. New 
Avon Turbospeed cross-ply tyres optional. 
$35,000. George Forbes 03-9690-1455 (w) 
03-9696-2996 (FAX) 
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1964 Silver Cloud III (SGT275) Astral Blue 
over Shell Grey. Air conditioning, electric 
windows. Good original condition. Original 
handbook and tools. 70,000 miles. $65,000. 
Hank Leavitt 06-292-4421 


1966 Bentley T Series (SBH1187) Mason's 
Black with scarlet hide. Charming first-of- 
series car with picnic tables, opening front 
quarter vents, opening rear armrest and other 
period fittings. Both the engine and gearbox 
have just been overhauled by ourselves. 
$29,950. 


R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 


03-9428-8844 or FAX 03-9428-0190 
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1973 Silver Shadow (LRH15498) long 
wheelbase saloon with division. Silver with 
black Everflex roof and red interior. Immacu- 
late condition. Complete with valuable new 
spares, original tool kit and handbook. 
Originally British High Commission car. Al- 
ways serviced by York Motors. $55,000. Max 
Hood 043-67-6541 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 
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Cars For Sale 
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1967 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) H.J.Mul- 
liner, Park Ward Two-door Saloon. Body 
restored by Peter V.D. Sluys to original colour, 
etc. Handling improvement kit and R12 air 
conditioning conversion fitted. New master 
cylinder and accumulators 2 years ago. 
Factory papers and handbook. Meticulously 
maintained. Registered to Jan. 1996. $65,000 
neg. H.Kaiser 03-9844-2004 or 015-54-2950 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH15726) Peacock 
Blue with champagne leather interior. 
Absolutely magnificent car, well known to Vic- 
toria Branch members. Originally delivered in 
Australia to Club member Bruce Terry. 
Provided with tender loving care and driven 
fairly limited miles over the past twelve years. 
96,000 genuine miles. Handbook, workshop 
manuals, original tools and various spares. 
$39,500. Jefferson Williams 03-9836-1888 
(w) 03-9836-8709 (h) or FAX 03-9836-2857 
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1976 Silver Shadow (SRH25738) Bridal 
white with cream upholstery. Perfectly main- 
tained by York Motors and McMillan Prestige. 
New tyres, brakes, shock absorbers and air 
conditioning pump. Nothing to spend. 
$39,900 o.n.o. Kevin Gillings 02-488-9095 
(‘phone & FAX) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour 
prints are perfectly acceptable. Please do 
not send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with 
all other statutory requirements relating to 
their advertising. 


Cars For Sale 


1968 Silver Shadow (CRH3449):H.J.Mul- 
liner, Park Ward drophead coupé. White with 
blue upholstery. 64,856 miles. $75,000 o.n.o. 
Andrew Forrest 02-363-0456 


1992 Silver Spur tl (ANN44046) Acrylic 
Georgian Silver with Tahiti blue hide. 
Delivered new to the Governor of South 
Australia. Low kilometres. Late specification 
car with driver's airbag and four-speed trans- 
mission. $275,000. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141 
03-9428-8844 or FAX 03-9428-0190 


Parts For Sale 


Short-trumpet Klaxon horn, 12v, fully restored 
and re-nickelled. Authentic for 20 h.p or 
similar Rolls-Royce or Bentley. David Forward 
08-339-3 162 (‘phone/FAX) 


20 h.p. cylinder head. Excellent condition. 
Best offer. Terry Bruce, 444 Station Street, 
Carrum, Vic. 3197. 03-9772-2973 


LMARR has it! 


Disc 


Outer hub ring Inner hub plate 
i 


~ Air valve 
extension 


» 
Curved 
air valve 


eb 
Spanner 


rk. - 
Spanner— Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your pone 
Pre-WWIl Classic. u fiiepano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ° Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


¢ Bugatti 
° Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD ig 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
D1 


COST: Ads are free to members who do 
not regularly deal in sales or service of 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members 
are charged $15.00 for a non-commercial 
ad of reasonable length. Photographs may 
be included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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Parts For Sale 


Late Phantom It radiator assembly (black 
badge, thermoststic shutters) in good 
condition, less mascot. Offers please. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Bentley Mk VI 4% Litre spares: complete 
running engine, head overhauled, all in very 
good condition, runs strongly and sweetly, 
complete with carbs and distributor, $6,000 
ono. All body panels, jewellery, interior, gear- 
box, front end, rear end, etc. Winged ‘B' 
mascot and cap (replica), $275. Cylinder 
head (bare) in very good order and crack- 
tested, $2,000. Chromed grille and louvres, 
$2,500. Two Firestone 6.50 x 16 slightly used 
tyres, $50 each. Lots more — ask me! Simon 
Read 074-85-3214 


Parts for SCI/S1: cylinder head in excellent 
condition, $1,000; starter, complete and re- 
wound, $900; generator, re-wound, $500. 
Denis Sowden 09-335-1202 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: for 1958 Silver Wraith HLW45, 
trouble lamp, any or all small tools. Ivan 
Pearson 002-67-2708 (‘phone & FAX, work) 
002-25-3084 (‘phone & FAX, home) 


Handle for early post-war (Mk VI, etc.) jack. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


R.A.M°Dermotté&Co. 


Melbourne: 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: original pre-war handbooks and 
sales literature. Julian Walter 09-385-1024 
(h) or FAX 09-383-3523 


Missing Property 


Federal Rally, Barossa Valley. A matter has 
arisen which is of great concern to the South 
Australian Branch as organisers of the recent 
Federal Rally. Anew Rolis-Royce/Bentley flag 
which had been loaned to us by Sydney 
distributors York Motors, disappeared from 
its flagpole at Collingrove Homestead, 
Angaston, between about 11.00 a.m. and 
2.00 p.m. on Saturday June 10th after the 
Concours. It has been reported that persons 
claiming to be members and entrants in the 
R.R.O.C. Federal Rally visited the site at 
approximately 12.30 p.m. Should any 
member be able to assist in the recovery of 
this flag, or be offered such a flag, please 
contact the 1995 Federal Rally Director, Rory 
Poland 08-271-2047 (w) or 08-344-2407 (h) 
as a matter of urgency. 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


IF YOU WANT THE BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration and 
component rebuilding to the highest 
standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
for all models. 


Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Silver Shadows breaking for parts. Most 
mechanical, body and interior parts avail- 
able. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


France. Holiday in Burgundy, 1995. 
Farmhouse — all found — sleeps 4-6, near 
historic towns and vineyards. Enquiries: 
B.Larwill, ‘phone 058-21-2923 or FAX 
058-31-2474 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghails. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 
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Sydney: 
8 Hunt Street, Surry Hills, N.S.W. 2010 
Tel: (02) 212 7200 FAX: (02) 212 7374 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 
Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 


The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars 


From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your 
cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. 

Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, 
to fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing 
to a Saville Row suit for your motor car. 

We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car’s interior and boot, 
for that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All 
colours available. Guaranteed highest quality. 


Australia-wide delivery and world-wide export. 
IONEER 
RUGS & COVERS 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 


SILVER GHOST 
Exhaust Manifolds 


For quieter operation and completely 
authentic appearance, to fit all 
two-wheel brake Silver Ghosts from 
1200 series to end of production. 
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$800 each. 


R.A.McDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 
Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 


PRAECLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 


Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 


*Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


Now, The Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 23 Years 
Revealed!! 


Tony Handler's 


FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310 473-7773 
Fax. 310 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 
service always. 
e Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 
e UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 
e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 


Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 


Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 


Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 


Insurance 


Veteran,vintage,classic and sports car owners 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 

Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


Features: Agreed value e Choice 
of repairer @ You keep the salvage up to 
1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen 
or window glass replacement per year excess 
free ePersonal effects cover e Standard pre- 
1940 vehicles excess free e$5,000,000 legal 
liability e Prompt claims settlement e Australia 
wide service centres. 

New South Wales 

48 Sailors Bay Road, 
Noo bene (ab) .W., 2063 


Phone ghee 7666 
Fax (02) 958 7841 


South Austraila 
6/212 Brighton Road, 
Somerton Park, $.A., 5044 
Phone Gr) 294 9000 

Fax (08) 294 9995 


Head Office, Victorla 
321 Warrigal Road, 
Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 
Phone (03) 584 7266 
Fax (03) 583 9475 


Wester Australia 
Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, 


Kalamunda, W.A., 607! 6 


Phone (09) 257 1269 
Fax (09) 257 1289 


‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
FAX: (09) 250 1404 


Keeping vehicles on Australian roads 


PRS » 
TTR 


ee 


onal i e . ‘ 


Northern Terrttory 
9259 Bagot Road, 
Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 
Phone (089) 85 2477 
Fax (089) 85 5583 


Queensland 
P.O. Box 485, 
Moorooka, Qid., 4105 
Phone (07) 892 2776 
Fax (07) 892 4319 


INSURER: SUN ALLIANCE AND ROYAL INSURANCE AUSTRALIA LIMITED 


ACN 005 297 807 


As all astute car enthusiasts know, the professionalism of McMillan’ s 


comes not from one person but from an enthusiastic team. 


The Measure of Excellence 
Telephone: (02) 744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 744 5517 


The positive comments by all Club members at the Toowoomba and 
Barossa Valley Federal Rallies were most welcome. 
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